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Dept. of Behavioral Disorders

1. Neven Ricijaš

2. Andrea Ćosić

3. Dora Dodig Hundrić

4. Martina Ferić

5. Ivana Jeđud Borić

6. Valentina Kranželić

7. Marija Lebedina Manzoni

8. Sabina Mandić

9. Ivana Maurović

10. Josipa Mihić

11. Anja Mirosavljević

12. Miranda Novak

13. Gabrijela Ratkajec Gašević

Dept. of Criminology

1. Anita Jandrić Nišević

2. Dalibor Doležal

3. Irma Kovčo Vukadin

4. Martina Lotar Rihtarić

5. Ljiljana Mikšaj Todorović

6. Vladimira Žakman Ban



Social pedagogy

▪ interdisciplinary science

▪ all those processes and functions connected 
to/with behavioural problems/disorders of 
children, youth, and adults



Social 
Pedagogy

Psychology

Sociology
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Behavioral problems / Problem behavior

Internalized

ExternalizedAddictions



Behavioral problems / Problem behavior

Risk behavior

• truancy

• misconduct

• experimenting

• ....

Difficulties in 
behavior

• lighter offences

• lighter drugs
and missuse

• ....

Behavioral 
disorders

• criminal
offences

• addiction

• violence

• depression...

Children Youth Adults



Spectrum of Interventions

Prevention Early interventionsTreatment interventions Aftercare

Individuals Families
Group setting / 

Institutions
Communities

Spectrum of Population



Undergraduate study program

3 years (6 semesters)

180 ECTS points



Obligatory interdisciplinary courses

▪ Human Genetics

▪ Biological Foundations of 
Behavior

▪ Neurology

▪ Psychopathology

▪ Introduction to Sociology

▪ Sociology of Marginal 
Groups

▪ Education Theories

▪ Introduction to the 
Psychology of Childhood 
and Adolescence

▪ The Basics of Criminal Law 
and Criminal Procedure



Obligatory Socio-pedagogical courses

▪ Basics of Social Pedagogy

▪ Phenomenology of Behavioral Disorders

▪ Psychological Basis of Behavioral Disorders

▪ Theoretical Foundations of Socio-Pedagogical 
Interventions

▪ Prevention Theories

▪ Legal Aspects of Socio-Pedagogical Interventions



Obligatory Socio-pedagogical courses

▪ Criminology
▪ Penology
▪ Introduction to Penal 

Rehabilitation
▪ Institutional Treatment in 

Penal Rehabilitation
▪ Probation
▪ Penological Psychology
▪ Criminology of Juvenile 

Delinquency
▪ Criminal Justice and 

Penology

▪ Group Work in Socio-
Pedagogical Interventions

▪ Individual Work in Socio-
Pedagogical Interventions 
(Juvenile Probation)

▪ Communication Skills 
Training



Optional courses

▪ Foreign language

▪ Mentoring Programs
▪ Communication Skills 

Training II
▪ Group work I
▪ Basics of Conflictology
▪ Rehabilitation Through Play

▪ The Media and Crime
▪ Prevention Programs in 

Schools and Families

▪ Gambling and other 
Behavioral Addictions

▪ Poverty and Social Exclusion

▪ Volunteering



Graduate study program

2 years (4 semesters)

120 ECTS points



Obligatory courses

▪ Social Policy
▪ Forensic Psychiatry

▪ Prevention in the 
Community

▪ Prevention and Early 
Intervention Programs

▪ Socio-Pedagogical 
Assessment

▪ Cognitive Approach in 
Treating Behavioral 
Disorders in Children and 
Youth

▪ Cognitive Behavioral 
Treatment of Offenders

▪ Treatment of Addicts and 
Addictions

▪ Aftercare (for adults and 
children and youth)

▪ Criminology
▪ Seminars in Criminology II
▪ Social Pathology
▪ Penological Rehabilitation
▪ Theory and Methods of 

Changing Criminal Lifestyle



Obligatory courses

▪ Introduction to Scientific Work
▪ Informatics
▪ Quantitative Methods
▪ Qualitative Approach to Socio-Pedagogical Research
▪ Qualitative Approach to Criminology and Penology 

Research

▪ Planning and Development of Professional Identity

▪ 10 weeks of practice: 30 hours per week
▪ writing Diploma Paper/final graduation level thesis



Optional courses

▪ Counseling
▪ Psychotherapy
▪ Out-of-Court Settlement
▪ Socio-Pedagogical Work 

with the Family
▪ Ethics in Preventive 

Research and Practice
▪ Treatment of Addicts
▪ Victimology
▪ Personnel in Penal 

Institutions
▪ Violence in the Family
▪ Prison Management

▪ Social Skills Training
▪ Experiential Pedagogy
▪ Ethical Views in Penology
▪ Juvenile Delinquency -

Theory, Research and 
Interventions

▪ Contemporary Methods in 
Treating Addicts

▪ Evaluation of Intervention 
Programs

▪ Practical Work in Play 
Therapy



Employment of social 
pedagogues



• Elementary schools, High-schools

• Pre-school institutions
Education system

• Centres for Social Welfare

• Educational/correctional institutions
Social welfare system

• Prisons, penitentiaries, probation

• Youth courts, prosecutors office
Justice system

• Police departments for youth

• Police academy
Ministry of Interior

• Psychiatry clinics/departments (forensics, addictions, 
food disorders, mood disorders....)Health system

• Governmenatal organizations (Ministries, Gov. bodies...)

• Nation and international associations
GO / NGO

• Faculties and institutesScience



Type of work...

...examples...



Educational institutions
Elementary and high-schools

▪ counseling in schools

▪ early detection, assessment and treatment 
interventions for children/youth with behavioural
problems

▪ conducting prevention programs

▪ workshops

▪ strengthening children’s competencies and socio-
emotional skills

▪ ....



Social welfare system

▪ departments for children and youth with 
behavioural disorders / juvenile delinquency

▪ juvenile probation officers

▪ counseling

▪ educators in correctional institutions

▪ assessments and diagnostics

▪ home-living

▪ ....



Justice system

▪ prisons, penitentiaries (adults and juveniles)
▪ probation officers for adult offenders
▪ psychosocial treatment programs
▪ penal rehabilitations

▪ non-legal professionals at youth courts
▪ non-legal professionals at public prosecutor 

offices
▪ working with juvenile offenders
▪ conducting interviews with children victims of 

crimes



Health system

▪ part of multidisciplinary teams in psychiatric 
hospitals / departments

▪ forensics

▪ PTSD

▪ addictions

▪ mood disorders

▪ food disorders

▪ psychosocial / psyhoeducative approach



Science and research

National

International

EU

Competitive

Collaborative



Scientific projects - Some topics

▪ Development of complex interventions for high-risk families

▪ Youth Gambling and Behavioral Addictions

▪ Development of Psychosocial Treatment of Addicts in the Justice System

▪ Youth Radicalization and Counter-Terrorism

▪ Children’s Participation

▪ Resilience

▪ Mindfulness

▪ Development of European Universal Prevention Curriculum

▪ Positive development of youth

▪ Youth mental health

▪ Urban Safety

▪ Hot-line for missing children

▪ Sexual victimization of children

▪ Drug market and drug consumation in Croatia

▪ ....



Thank you!

Questions?


